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US series Happy Days. Lodger-as
criminal i a3 common trope a depacted
in movies such as Simgle White Female
and Man in the Attic

Ask anyone who has ever shared
house with 2 stranger, and they T tell you
of overtwaring landlords and nightmare
tenants. One friend recounted the story
of 3 landlord who insisted o having
access 10 his online diary so he could
keep tabs on his tenant. Another told
the story of 2 forbidden room in the
house be shared that the Landlord saxd

who insisted he take 2 prychometric
teat to ensure compuatiblity
According to cohabitas.com, 3
room-sharing wetmite for the over-40s
the reasons for the rise in rent-a-rooms

than soaring interest rates. Older
homeowners are likely to have low o
o explains co-founder Nack
Henley. “Landlords renting rooms in
their own properties are typically over
50, with no mortgage.” be says. “But
they can't afford their bills and they
don't want to sell their bouse. They
want 10 stay in the house they love and
the community they live in. and 3 lodger
s one way to do this”

Other homeowners who may be
planaing 10 move want to wait until
house prices improve. and a lodger
By therm the time, he says. “Eighty per
cent are women, and they want
someone in the home they can trust *

Living arrangements have changed
drastically. According 1o 2021 census
data, compared with 20 years ago there
are now 2.2 million more housebolds in

widowed. 2 rise of over 50 per cent. For
the 4.8 million people in the UK living
without 2 partner. room renting makes
financial sense at the moment
particularly with double-digit rent
increases of up 1o 21 per cent in London
in the past year and average national
room rents at £6X3 2 month.

Over the summer we
expect homeowners will
be looking to take in

lodgers in their droves’

And for the elderly. benefits can be
added 1o the financial gains. Lodgers
signing up to Cohabitas can offer
services such or
dog-walking in exchange for a
reduction in rent
Anyone considering boosting
< bouse bold income by taking 16 2 lodgrt
should obviously meet prospective
space-sharers first and ask them
questions about ifestyle and expects
§ tions to make sure they are compatible
¥ with their own living arTangements.
References should also be requested
a resident Landiord comes
. th legal obligations 1o ensure the
i ; lodgers safety and wellbeing  explaine
Mario Carrozzo of Caridon Property
Purniture must comply with fire regu-
£ lationa. gas sppliances must be checked
1 every year by 2 Gas Safe registered engs
neer, and the eloctrical system and any
? electrical appliances supplied must be
1 safe. 1t s also incumbent on the Landlord
to carmy ot rght to-rent check to verify
the immigration status of the lodger
Landlords should also be aware of
any permissions that they may need to
obtain before taking in 2 lodger
including reviewing mortgage
conditions and nsurance policies

- o Lodgers themselves have few legal
- rights. but experts still recommend that
Landlords have contracts with lod
. . Tm cost of living crisis has
changed all of our habits. from
Whv live-in g
room who previously have baulked at h tenants under tenancy agreement
the idea of living with a stranger might % however. undef sothe (UTEmAtanoes. it
well be considering our options. \ is possible for 2 lodget to refuse to move
The Government's rent-a-room z BB ot of their place of residence
scheme means that £7.500 of money \ = “When this happens, the landlord
earned from a lodger is tax-free. That - ’ may have 1o apply for 3 court order
equates to £625 3 month - where they would have to prove the

00ut. And now those of us with afforded the same protections as
With interest rates projected to hit S breach of their agreement to the court

per cent and an estimated L4 million However. this is asually not required
. fied-rate mortgages set to end this year s the locks can be changed if the
not 1o mention stubbornly high infla : agreement has been terminated
tion and eye-watering food and enerxy correctly” It is worth bearing in mind
l costs - banks and building societies are that & i not possible o evict 2 lodger
predicting a surge of homeowners vith immediate effect pist because you

Tenting out spare rooms to lodgers dontgrton

Indeed, according to data from Romaitee crntre played smiseely sl Bigsbry i Rising Dy he | S€UHIOE the right rent requires

sharing website sparerOOmLOONK.  yurs (ieary Wikios, bebon, bt berd sith e Comtinghams o T foe Tesearch, and Tim Walford-Pitzgerald

adverts for lodgers have been steadily | s - - from accountancy firm HW Fisher

rising. with 9,534 placed in May alone - A7 sugzests that any prospective Landlord

A recent survey from the Mortgage . : \ makes sure they understand thei own
local market

Lender also revealed that 7 per cent of
respondents had taken in a Iodn'v Balls inchusive packages that inchade
utilities may make administration

while 16 per cent were o

“The number of people ulm[ in easier” he says. “but the landlord can be
|m|;m fell off a ciiff during the exposed 1o large increases, either
ut is rising now,” says Matt through lodgers taking advantage of
Fintchinon from SpareRoom. “Over unmetered usage of from rises in the

the summer we expect homeowners price of power”
will be looking to take in lodgers in For many landlords who have taken
droves” the plunge and shared thetr home with
ers hold 2 unique place in British 2 paying stranger. the experience has
culture. The main reference point for

some is the 19708 sitcom Rising Dawp. in M\rklliﬂlﬂnuorlu&\ “For the

If you're struggling with bills and have a spare WA sl el s oo MY majoriy of landiords it starts 2 2
Py yed by Leonard Rossiter, harangue inancially-driven decision. but
room, you could join the thousands who are Snud pestered the lodgers in his squall realise there is 3 very good social

element too. When you have a good
lodger, you don't get lonely™

renting to strangers. Nick Harding reports is Henry Winkler's the Fonx from the
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